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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant argues that the Navia reference is defective in view of the 
amended claims; in particular the applicant claims that the Navia reference does not 
teach that the two members form an interlocking continuous double-walled reinforcing 
member (claims 1 ,8 and 12) or that the first and second members include overlapping 
interlocking sections which form a continuous double-walled reinforcing member (claim 
5 and 20). With respect to both arguments that Navia does not teach that the two 
members form an interlocking continuous double-walled reinforcing member, looking at 
Navia Fig. 1a it is visibly evident that these limitations are taught, the top strip element 
(12) and bottom strip element (12) are interlocked by both the channel (element 50, fig. 
1b) and 2 nd end (element 16) and form a double-walled reinforcing member. 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/629,252 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2841 

Claims 1-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Navia (US 
Patent 5175669). 

With respect to claim 1 Navia teaches a support apparatus (Fig. 1a,b,c) 
comprising: a first member (Fig. 1a, top strip element 12) having a first portion (Fig. 1a 
strip 12 in between elements 24) and a second portion (Fig. 1a, element 24); a second 
member (Fig. 1a, the bottom strip element 12), identical to the first member, and having 
a first portions and a second portions, the first portions of the first and second members 
being spaced apart (Fig. 1a) ; and the second portions of the first and second members 
being interconnected (Fig.1a,b note that ribs 24 are connected by channel 50) and 
forming an interlocking continuous double-walled reinforcing member. 

With respect to claim 2 and with all the limitations of claim 1 , Navia teaches that 
second portions of the first member overlap the second portions of the second member 
(Fig. 1a note that the ribs overlap in the vertical direction). 

With respect to claim 3 and with all the limitations of claim 1 , Navia teaches that 
the first portions of each member include a span (fig. 1a, note the flat regions between 
elements 24) and the second portions of each member include a rib (Fig. 1a, elements 
24). 

With respect to claim 4 and with all the limitations of claim 1 , Navia teaches that 
the first member is a ribbed member in a first orientation (Fig. 1a the top member 12 
facing down) and the second member is a ribbed member, identical to the first ribbed 
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member, attached to the first ribbed member in a second orientation (Fig. 1a the bottom 
member 12 facing up) inverted from the first orientations. 

With respect to claim 5 Navia teaches a support apparatus comprising: a first 
ribbed member in a first orientations (Fig. 1a the top strip element facing down); and a 
second ribbed member (Fig. 1a the bottoms strip 12), identical to the first ribbed member 
and attached to the first ribbed member (Fig.1a,c attached by the channel 50) in a 
second orientation (Fig. 1a the bottom member facing up) inverted from the first 
orientation, the first and second members including overlapping interlocking sections 
forming a continuous double-walled reinforcing member. 

With respect to claim 6 and with all the limitations of claim 5, Navia teaches that 
the portions of the first ribbed member overlap portions of the second ribbed member 
(Fig. 1a note that the ribs overlap in the vertical direction). 

With respect to claim 7 and with all the limitations of claim 6, Navia teaches that 
the first and second ribbed member are attached (Fig.1a,c the members are attached 
by the channel 50 which spans the entire gap between them including the overlap 
region) at a position wherein the overlap occurs. 

With respect to claim 8 Navia teaches a computer (Fig. 3) comprising; a chassis 
(Fig. 3, element 28) and a support member (Fig. 3, element 10) mounted in the chassis, 
the support member including: a first member (Fig. 1a, top strip element 12) having a 
first portion (Fig. 1a strip 12 in between elements 24) and a second portion (Fig. 1a, 
element 24); a second member (Fig. 1a, the bottom strip element 12), identical to the 
first member, and having a first portions and a second portions, the first portions of the 
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first and second members being spaced apart (Fig. 1a) ; and the second portions of the 
first and second members being interconnected (Fig.1a,b note that ribs 24 are 
connected by channel 50) and forming an interlocking continuous double-walled 
reinforcing member. 

With respect to claim 9 and with all the limitations of claim 8, Navia teaches that 
the second portions of the first member overlap the second portions of the second 
member (Fig. 1a note that the ribs overlap in the vertical direction). 

With respect to claim 10 and with all the limitations of claim 8, Navia teaches that 
the first portions of each member include a span (fig. 1a, note the flat regions between 
elements 24) and the second portions of each member include a rib (Fig. 1a, elements 
24). 

With respect to claim 1 1 and with all the limitations of claim 8, Navia teaches that 
the first member is a ribbed member in a first orientation (Fig. 1a the top member 12 
facing down) and the second member is a ribbed member, identical to the first ribbed 
member, attached to the first ribbed member in a second orientation (Fig. 1a the bottom 
member 12 facing up) inverted from the first orientations. 

With respect to claim 12 Navia teaches an information handling system (Fig. 3) 
comprising: a chassis (Fig. 3, element 28); a microprocessor mounted in the chassis 
and a storage coupled to the microprocessor (Navia teaches that figure 3 is a personal 
computer and inherently personal computers have coupled microprocessors and 
memory storage); and a support member including: first member (Fig. 1a, top strip 
element 12) having a first portion (Fig. 1a strip 12 in between elements 24) and a 
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second portion (Fig. 1a, element 24); a second member (Fig. 1a, the bottom strip 
element 12), having a first portions and a second portions, the first portions of the first 
and second members being spaced apart (Fig. 1a) ; and the second portions of the first 
and second members being interconnected (Fig.1a,b note that ribs 24 are connected by 
channel 50) and forming an interlocking continuous double-walled reinforcing member. 

With respect to claim 13 and with all the limitations of claim 12, Navia teaches 
that the portions of the first ribbed member overlap portions of the second ribbed 
member (Fig. 1a note that the ribs overlap in the vertical direction). 

With respect to claim 14 and with all the limitations of claim 12, Navia teaches 
that the first portions of each member include a span (fig. 1a, note the flat regions 
between elements 24) and the second portions of each member include a rib (Fig. 1a, 
elements 24). 

With respect to claim 15 and with all the limitations of claim 12, Navia teaches 
that the first member is a ribbed member in a first orientation (Fig. 1a the top member 12 
facing down) and the second member is a ribbed member, identical to the first ribbed 
member, attached to the first ribbed member in a second orientation (Fig. 1a the bottom 
member 12 facing up) inverted from the first orientations. 

With respect to claim 16 and with all the limitations of claim 13, Navia teaches 
that the first and second ribbed member are attached (Fig.1a,c the members are 
attached by the channel 50 which spans the entire gap between them including the 
overlap region) at a position wherein the overlap occurs. 
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With respect to claim 17 and with all the limitations of claim 12, Navia teaches 
that the support member is secured between a pair of opposed surfaces in the chassis 
(Fig. 3 note that the support member is attached at openings 38 and 40). 

With respect to claim 18 and with all the limitations of claim 12, Navia teaches 
that the first and second members include a flange (Fig. 1b, element 16). 

With respect to claim 19 and with all the limitations of claim 18, Navia teaches 
that each flange is attached to the chassis (Fig. 3, element 16 and 40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 20 and 21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Navia. 



With respect to claim 20 Navia teaches a method of reinforcing a computer 
chassis (Fig. 3 note that structure 10 provides a reinforcement to the chassis in the 
direction of its attachment to the chassis) comprising: providing a first ribbed member 
(Fig. 1a, top strip element 12 facing down) in a first orientation, providing a second 
ribbed member (Fig. 1a, bottom strip element 12 facing up), identical to the first ribbed 
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member, in a second orientation inverted from the first orientation; attaching the first 
ribbed member to the second ribbed member (Fig. 1a, note that both element 12 are 
attached by channel 50) including overlapping interlocking sections forming a 
continuous double-walled reinforcing member and securing the attached ribbed 
members in the computer chassis (Fig. 3 note the ribbed members are attached to the 
chassis). 

Even if Navia doesn't specifically teach that two separate ribbed members are 
attached it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have two separate members and attach them together because if one of the 
ribs were to break then replacement of a single ribbed member could be accomplished 
reducing the cost of fixing the support. 

With respect to claim 21 Navia teaches that the attached ribbed members 
(Fig. 1a, element 10) are secured between a pair of opposed surfaces in the computer 
chassis (Fig. 3). 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents 5584396,5626406,5816673, and 6621711 all perform 
chassis support. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ivan H. Carpio whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8396. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 6:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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